
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 19 April 2010 

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL “LOSING 25 MILLION EUROS A DAY” 

 

An analysis of Air Traffic Control organisations by CANSO, the global voice of Air Traffic 

Management, shows that globally the sector is losing up to 25 million Euros each day from the 

closure of European airspace. 

  

Graham Lake, Director General of CANSO, said: 

  

“Our Members are losing 25 million Euros every day in this crisis, which will have a significant 

impact on investment decisions for the future if we are not assisted by European emergency 

funds. Air Traffic Control is a fixed-infrastructure business: when planes don’t fly we still have to 

maintain all our equipment and staff at a state of readiness. For safety reasons, an Air Traffic 

Control company cannot go ‘bust’ - any losses we incur will have to be recovered from airlines, 

the travelling public, or the taxpayer. Contingency funds at European level exist to help in 

situations like this. We hope they will be deployed to ensure that jobs and investment in 

European Air Traffic Control are not cut.” 
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CANSO – The Civil Air Navigation Services Organisation – is the global voice of the companies that 

provide air traffic control, and represents the interests of Air Navigation Services Providers worldwide. 

CANSO members are responsible for supporting over 85% of world air traffic, and through our 

Workgroups, members share information and develop new policies, with the ultimate aim of improving air 

navigation services on the ground and in the air. CANSO also represents its members’ views in major 

regulatory and industry forums, including at ICAO, where we have official Observer status.
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